
of Pittsburgh . Hi s resear ch 
focuses on the relationship 
betw een mass media messages 
and adolescent health. 

1995 
Deb Gaffin, Ed.M., is currently 
senio r dir ector of Kids Online 
for Scholastic, Inc. 

Juan McGruder , Ed.M ., 
was invit ed to deli ver the 

key note addr ess for the 142nd 
Found er 's Day Convocation 
Ceremo ny at Clark Atlanta 
Unive rsity, hi s alm a mater. 

Sajida Shroff , Ed.M., has been 
in the Unit ed Ar ab Emirates 
for just ove r a year serv ing as 
th e di rect or of in stitutional 
eff ect iveness at th e A mer ican 
Uni versi ty in Dub ai. She is 
enjoy ing th e opport unity 
to make a posi t ive imp act 
by creat ing in stitution al 

effectiv eness systems . Her 
work has been commended 
by th e UA E Mini stry of 
High er Edu cati on. EdWorx, 
her educati on al consul t ing 
practic e, cont inues to operate 
out of th e Unit ed States and to 
serve int ern ati on al client s. 

1996 
Tara Gully-Hightower , Ed.M ., 
is teachin g lit eratur e and 

F.Y.I. 

SteinandLinnReunitetoReceive2007AlumniAwardByLoryHough 

. 

When asked ifthey were surprised to win the Ed School's 2007 

Alumni Council Award for Outstanding Contribution to Education, 

which was awarded at this year's convocation ceremony , Eleanor 

Linn, M.A.T:72, and Nan Stein, Ed.D:81, say in unison , "Co mpletely !" 

This isn't the first time they've been in sync. Although they live 

and work more than 750 miles apart - Linn is a former associate 

director at the University of Michigan's School of Education in Ann 

and work rnore than 750 miles apart ~ Linn is aformer associate 

director at the University of Michigan 's School of Education in Ann 

Arbor and Stein is a senior research scientist and project director 

at Wellesley College 's Center for Research on Women - they have 

been collaborating on gender issues for several decades, specifi­

cally on sexual harassment and gender violence in K-12 schools. 

"We created a movement together ;' says Stein . During the past 

few decades, they have copublished papers and book chapters, 

worked on a literature review of sexual harassment and sexual 

violence in schools, and shared ideas . Separately they've written 

curriculum about sexual harassment and helped conduct national 

surveys to see how prevalent the problem is in schools. Through 

the years, they've been outspoken about the issues in the media 

and in the halls of government and have served as expert wit­

nesses in many court cases.They've also developed material for 

teachers to use, including TuneIn to Your Rights, a quide that Linn 

wrote in 1985 that Stein later used, in part, in a teacher's guide she 

created called Flirting and Hurting. Written in a journal format and 

still Widely used, Tune In was the first piece about sexual harass­

ment developed in this country specifically for young people, and 

it touches on taboo topics like what the harasser may be thinking. 

It even includes a checklist to see if the student's school is doing 

all it could on the issue. 

"Eleanor's and Nan's work have changed monumentally how 

people in the United States and many other countries now view 

issues of sexual harassment in schools; ' says Lecturer Kitty Boles, 

Ed.D:91, who nominated the pair for the alumni award . 

As a result, Linn and Stein say that over the years, there has 

been some improvement in how schools handle these situations . 

Unfortunately , many are still reluctant to admit that sexual harass-

writing for th e Tr ansiti onal 
Year Program at Brandei s 
University . She is recentl y 
married and has a 9- mo nth­
old baby girl. She also earne d 
her M.A. in Englis h lit eratur e 
from Har vard in 2005. 

Barbara Trick ett Watts , 
Ed.M ., is curr entl y employed 
at Yale Uni versity Schoo l of 
Medicine as th e assistant 
director of admis sion s. 

ment happens, particularly when it's not teacher­

to-student, but peer-to-peer . 

"This still goes on ;' says Stein ."School districts still 

say this doesn 't happen here or they were just 'bully­

ing ' each other . And this isn't just a big city problem 

It's a big problem all over the country: ' 

Linn says accused teachers continue to get bumped 

Irs a big problem allover the country: ' . 

Linn says accused teachers continue to get bumped 

from one school to another rather than being dis­

ciplined , and harassed kids still cry at night because they don't 

know what to do . Some things have gotten better, though. 

"Now there's a [term] for it: sexual harassment," she says."There 

are also a lot more materials for people to get information . And 

I've been called many times recently as an expert w itness and the 

cases get settled . I think there's some fear that it 's profess ional 

suicide for an administrator who thinks he or she will fight th is to 

the end:' 

For both women, the issue is more than just a professional 

interest ; it 's also personal. "I grew up in a sexist culture ;' saysStein . 

" I remember read ing want ads in the late 1960s in the Chicago Tri­

bune, for instance , that were specifically for men and for women . 

Sexism was pervasive: ' 

Linn says a male teacher acted inappropriately with her when 

she was in high school. " It was very frightening for me. People 

would say that was his style or he did that with lots of the girls," 

she says."When I started working on gender issues, this started 

ringing a lot of bells :' 

Today, Stein is working on a federally funded project focused on 

precursors to dating and violence with sixth- and seventh -grad­

ers in Ohio . She also teaches gender violence courses at Wellesley 

and , during the summer , at the University of Hawaii. Linn is retired 

from the University of Michigan and with more time to reflect, is 

doing a lot of writing . 

"l'rn interested in gender and power and how someone learns 

to speak out or not speak out ," she says."I'm also writing some­

thing more personal to figure out how I got into all of this," 
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